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	After completing this course, students will be able to

	1
	Identify, define, and discuss key literary terms such as bildungsroman, initiation, rite of passage, genre, plot, setting, characterization, theme, point of view, tone, and style.

	2
	Identify, define, and discuss formal and/or structural elements in a work such as foreshadowing, symbol, metaphor, rhyme, rhythm, meter, alliteration, and figurative language (e.g., personification, simile, metaphor, hyperbole) and the ways in which they contribute to the meaning of the text(s).

	3
	Identify, define, and discuss social, political, economic, or historical contexts relevant to works studied.

	4
	Translate key passages into their own words so as to understand and explain overall developments of the text.

	5
	Articulate in writing, discussions, or oral presentations their close readings of texts using formalist and/or reader-response theory (especially focusing on initiation and development and the experiences and values expressed in literary works).

	6
	Compare and contrast differing challenges and responses to achieving adulthood and the ways in which the journey to adulthood is shaped by culture, socioeconomics, race, gender, sexual identity, religion, history, and other contextually situated variables. 

	7
	Identify and discuss universals, archetypes, and recurring themes in literature that dramatize the journey from childhood to adulthood.

	8
	Learn more about themselves as readers and work towards developing positive and perceptive life-long reading habits that reflect a diverse and global perspective.



Select one of the following prompts and, without conducting research, develop your own conclusion/ observation about one of the novels from the reading list.  Understand that you are going to have to do a thorough reading of the novel you select.

1. Prove through the use of textual evidence that a protagonist is, in fact, a round character that grows throughout the course of the novel/text and “comes of age.”  Keep in mind that the majority of the novel is going to show a character grappling with life; in fact, frequently, the portion of the novel in which the protagonist “comes of age”/grows  is a small part of the novel and often occurs at the end of the novel. 
						OR

2. Prove that one of the novels is a Bildungsroman because of what the novel examines.  As a reminder:   Bildungsroman is a fancy name for “coming of age” fiction.  The traditional Bildungsroman is male-authored, has a male protagonist, and is semi-autobiographical.  The Bildungsroman is a novel of youth/adolescence, self discovery, and growth and may examine issues related to family, education, childhood, friendship, love, adulthood, career, and marriage.  In other words, you might prove that a novel can be considered a Bildungsroman by illustrating how it examines three of these issues.


Whichever prompt you select, think in terms of the three ways that you can advance your thesis (these will be your three supporting points/body paragraphs).



Guidelines:
· Do not merely summarize the events of the story; instead, draw conclusions about the work that are tied to the prompt you select and support those conclusions with textual evidence from the novel.
· Your paper should be a standard, MLA-formatted, five-paragraph essay.
· You should have an introductory paragraph with a concise, one-sentence thesis at the end.  
· In one sentence, the thesis should identify your main idea/observation (as it relates to the prompt you select) and may identify the three supporting points.  
· You should have three body paragraphs
· In the body of the paper, each body paragraph should begin with a topic sentence that supports your thesis/main idea 
· Within each body paragraph, the supporting point should be backed up with specific textual evidence in the form of quotations and examples from the novel.  
· Each body paragraph should discuss one point, and that point should relate to the topic sentence and, in turn, the thesis statement.
· Don’t forget a concluding paragraph in which you restate the main idea and subpoints of the paper
· Do not use “I” or any other personal references in formal, academic writing.
· Value:  20%


